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Editorial
This issue marks key changes in the leadership of the Journal. 
Scientific Editorship of the Journal is being handed from 
Associate Professor Rob Herbert to Associate Professor 
Louise Ada. As Editor since 2000, A/Prof Herbert has 
overseen a period of major development in the international 
recognition and reputation of the Journal that have ensured 
its place on the international stage of rehabilitation science. 
Soon after A/Prof Herbert’s tenure as Editor commenced, the 
journal was listed on Medline—a major development. This 
step is seen as critical to the success of any journal in order 
to facilitate exposure of the published papers and critical to 
attracting authors to submit high quality papers. Exposure 
drives the use of research to influence policy, influence 
practice, and to ensure citation of research in subsequently 
published papers. This latter issue of citations is heralded 
as a key target in the scientific literature as it is used for 
the calculation of the Impact Factor of the journal (Impact 
Factor is calculated by dividing the number of times papers 
have been cited in the previous two years by the number 
of papers published in the journal). Despite the criticisms 
levelled at the calculation and use of the Impact Factor as 
a measure of scientific quality, it is a major indicator of 
the impact of research. With a shift in government policy 
in Australia and internationally to base funding of the 
University sector on a system based on research quality, it is 
increasingly necessary to report the impact of the journals 
in which research is published. The recent allocation of an 
impact factor and its subsequent increase has ensured the 
standing of AJP amongst the best in the field. Another recent 
development has been the introduction of a direct link from 
PubMed, a service of the National Library of Medicine and 
the National Institutes of Health in the USA that provides 
free access to the Medline database (http://www.ncbi.nlm.
nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi). The AJP link on PubMed allows 
readers to access the Journal directly from the PubMed 
website with a single mouse click. This link was used almost 
25 000 times in its first six months.
Although Medline listing is a key development, it is only 
one of a barrage of developments that have continued to 
shape the accessibility and reputation of the Journal. 
Electronic accessibility has continued to develop. AJP is 
soon to become one of few journals internationally with 
full access to all issues. In 2006 every issue since Volume 1 
in 1954 will be available in full-text on-line from the AJP 
website. All content, except for the most recent four issues, 
is currently freely available in full text on the web site (www.
physiotherapy.asn.au/AJP). Furthermore, in line with growth 
of research in the profession, the quality of research papers 
continues to develop. The Journal increasingly attracts high 
quality papers from international authors on topics that have 
the potential to influence the profession internationally, such 
as the recent systematic review by Smidt et al (2005).
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It is not only the academic aspects of the journal that have 
flourished under the editorship of A/Prof Herbert. The 
clinical relevance of the Journal has continued to grow. 
Major developments include the highly successful Critically 
Appraised Papers (CAPs) section. CAPs provide a concise 
summary of the clinical implications of published studies 
and CAPs are now published in translation in three other 
national physiotherapy journals by agreement with the AJP. 
Other new sections have commenced in the Journal which 
aim to further facilitate the clinical utility of research in this 
age of evidence-based practice. The regular Clinimetrics 
feature is designed to provide clinicians and researchers 
with essential data to critically appraise measurement 
tools, and Research Notes provides concise advice on the 
interpretation of research.
It is also timely to acknowledge the extensive contribution to 
the Editorial Board of Professor Karen Grimmer, Associate 
Professor Chris Maher, and Sue Jones who completed their 
terms of office in December. Each of these three board 
members has made a significant contribution to the Journal. 
Professor Karen Grimmer and A/Prof Chris Maher have 
made important and strong contributions to the board for 
nine years. Among their many contributions, both have 
contributed substantially to development and management 
of the very successful CAPs. Their knowledge and skills 
will be difficult to replace. Due to the high level of skill 
required to co-ordinate the CAPs A/Prof Maher has been 
invited to remain on the board through the current period 
of transition. Sue Jones has played a critical role over the 
past three years. As the representative from the Board of 
Directors to the Editorial Board, Sue has acted as the conduit 
for communication between the Boards. Her advocacy of 
the Journal and insight into issues related to the Association 
and the Journal has been extremely beneficial 
The Editorial Board is grateful for the substantial 
contribution of these skilled and dedicated individuals. 
The hard work and advocacy of these colleagues, and 
particularly of the outgoing editor, A/Prof Rob Herbert, has 
paved the way for the Journal’s growth and current strong 
position internationally. We look forward to the next era of 
the Journal under the editorship of A/Prof Louise Ada.
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